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RAILROADS IN THE SOUTH.
Railroad discussion nnd railroad

legislation have not kept tbe trans¬
portation problems of the South from
Receiving careful attention. Business
men who are concerned with condi¬
tions nil over the United States have
followed with much interest the
speeches of both public offlclnls nnd
railroad officials In the South.

Tito recent, address In Cincinnati of
Mr. Hoke Smith, Governor-elect of
Georgia, is taken ns an exnmplo of
tho moat radical view, which urges
n general reduction of rates. It. has
been noted that the speech of Presi¬
dent Flnley, of the Southern Rail¬
way, delivered before tho Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce three days nf-
t\er the Governor-elect spoke in Cin¬
cinnati, rends like nn answer to mutny
of Mr. Smith's statements, though It
could hardly have been prepared as

such.
The opinion of those who have

given study to the question Is that
what tho South needs most Is Im¬
proved facilities, hotter service, und
not. lower rates. Industrial expan¬
sion hns been and continues to Wo so
great that the difficult task before
tho common carriers is to provide
means to carry the products of hoth
farm nnd factory to market.
"Tho South cannot have both lower

rates nnd better service," said Presi¬
dent Flnley in Atlanta.
"Choice must he made between the

two, nnd I nm sure that tho intelli¬
gent, business 'men of thin section
will agree with me that improved fa¬
cilities are mofe urgently needed
than any reduction In charges."
There was a time when early fruits

nnd vegetables could not ho obtained
lu the North' except at v>ery high
prices. Now, owing to the establish¬
ment of through railroad service, or¬

anges from Florida and berries and
peaches from the other southern
Stnües have come to be regarded al¬
most ns necessities. Fruits und veg¬
etables from tho South used to ho
consigned direct to New York or
Philadelphia, and dealers In other
places had to pay extra freight or

express charges. Now all towns with¬
in a radius or 50 'or 100 mjles of New
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore. Pitts¬
burgh or Ruffalo have tho rates that
hpply to the larger cities. Thus tbe
Southern farmer Is vitally affected
by improvements In transportation.

Considerable as the Improvement
has been in tho past, however, the
remarkable growth of manufactures
nnd the Increase In tho output of
farms due to modern meUiods of ag¬
riculture are making the task of the
railroads greater and greater. Tho
necessity of providing hetter facilities
grows with every month-

President Flnley advocated govern¬
ment regulation of railroads "so far
as such regulation is necessary to as¬
sure equaliOy of treatment and pre¬
vent unreasonable or exorbitant
charges^'

"I have unbounded faith," he said,
"not only in tH.e fairness of the South-
em people, but also in their ability to
realize that when once they under¬
stand tho interdependence of the rail¬
ways and of the people served by them
they will be as reluctant to placo any
unnecessary obstacle In the wny of
railway hnprovomenta us they would
be to oppose tue improvements of

Southern waterways * . ? Trane-
imitation Is necessary lo complete
production, "and efficient nml prompt
transportation Ib ns cssontlnl to tho
farmer ns fertile fields and to the
manufacturer as nil efficient plant."
Many keen men of arfulrs, who seel

fnr ahead, think thnt today the South |presents the most attractive field for
Investors. So Independent Is prosper-1
Ity upon transportation facilities,
though, that the success of any ven¬
ture may hinge upon the encourage¬
ment given to railroad improvements.I
IT railroads arc to ho built and lm-|
proved, money will be necessary.
The ability lo get money depends up¬
on a railroad's credit, Kb credit de-J
pends upon Its Income, and Its In¬
come depends principally upon the
charges made for transportation.

DIVORCE BY WHOLESALE.
While nil the readers of tho dally

press are painfully aware of the fact
that a very large number of divorce
are being asked for and granted, the
announcement by tho census office
thul a suit Is nied every two minutes
during court hours nnd u decree al¬
lowed every three minutes Is start
ling Information. According to the
figures compiled by the census orflce.
this has been the averago for the
past 20 years. Further than this, the]average Is now Increasing at
alarming rate.
And the most surprising fact so

far disclosed is that, contrary to the
general belief, tho largest percentage
of Increase In divorce is In rural
communities. Discussing this phase
of the matter nn official of the census]
orflce said:
"The astonishing thing developed

by the Investigation now being made
by the census bureau Is that tho
greatest Increase In divorce Is In the
rural districts. I do not mean by this
that tho rural districts furnish the
most divorce cases. Tho cities still
do Hint. Hut the Increase in cities
Tor the Inst 20-year period over the
period rrom 1807 to 1887 Is not as
large as the increase In the rural dis¬
tricts. We nro now trying to tint! out
the cause of the Increase, both in
city and country."
This is Indeed surprising intelli-1

gence ami will furnish much food for
reflection..
Taking tne country as a whole for

tho 20-ycnr period from 18C7 to 18871liiere wore only 1128,000 divorce suits
(lied In this country. For the 20-yearporlod from 1887 to 1907 the number
aggregates 1,400,000, or four times thenumber for the llrst period. How¬
ever, tho population niso increased
somewhat. Experts llguro It that rortho 20-year period prior to 1S87, there
were .T.l dtvorco cases for every 100,000 Inhabitants, while for tho 20-yearperiod from 1887 to 1907. there were'70 divorces tor every 100,000 popula¬tion. Decroos nro Issued In* nnouttwo thirds of the suits filed.
The census bureau has 100 agentsIn the field now gathering divorce'statistics. It is now getting details,such as the cause or the proceedings,whether husband or wife filed suit.Whether suit was contested, numberof yearn parties were married, num¬ber of children, whether alimony waspaid, and if Intemperance was elthctho direct or indirect cause.

HIGHER TELEGRAPH TALK.Officials of the two principal com¬panies which practically control all!the telegraph business of the countryare prompt to declare that the sud¬den ad unexpected advance in theirrates, announced last weok. worejmade independently of each other, butthe press and public nro hardly con¬vinced that such Is the case, m tactthe uniformity of the advances in,tolls, amounting from 290 per cent to40 per cent in most case- tt such as'to nogative the Idea that the schetT-ules which either company was aboutto atlopt were not known to tho com¬peting concern. However this may be.there hns been not a little adversecomment, not only upon the secrecywhich was observed In making tuechange, but with regard to the exten.or the advances themselves.
There Is, or course, a great deal oltruth in the assertion made on behau!or the telegraph companies, to theeffect that the increased cost of labormaterials or all kinds, etc.. has ren¬dered the tolls herotorore charged ina good many enses absolutely unpro¬fitable, wbllo it is a matter or com¬mon notoriety thnt the long-distancetelephone service is being used to anincreased extent ror the trnnsactioiT

ot business, to the detriment of the
telegraph companies 'earnings.The recent reports or the. WesternUnion would bear witness to this cir¬
cumstance, and the same is in essen¬
tials true or the rival organization,
tho Postal Telegraph Company. To
what extent the business community
will prolost against the Increased
cost or 'olegraph service Is yet to be
seen, but It is highly probable that
not a little opposition will manifest
Itself. It raignt ho observed that]
newspaper rates have been lett un¬
changed nt tho old schedules.

PRQIFER CLOTHIES forMENj

They are the
Finest

and most perfectly
modeled

Spring
Suits

ever submitted tor
your approval by
him orany concern
in the city.
Your inspection is
courted and they
are mod era te ly
priced too.

Shoes, Hats
and all the other
"fixins" at

.2715 Washington Ave
Newport News, Va.

New York state Is being flooded
wttll HOO.OOO copies oC the lone speech
which Senator Depew made at the
last session. The good people of tho
Empire Stnte will look In vain for
any talk about resignations.

¦> r
Nicaragua must have read about

that man from Missouri and they want
to be shown a reason why this coun¬
try Interfcrred In the bombardment
of a Hondurun town. Perhaps they
will be told and again perhaps they
will not.

A St. Louis woman who has been
married lor eight years and has never
been kissed by her husband Is suing
for a divorce. We would rather not
pronounce judgment till we have seen
her.

A Cleveland judge had a man be¬
fore him the other day who had not
taken a bath In ten years and among
the other sentences he received was
to be scrubbed twice a day. It seems
to us that the punishment was for the
jailers.

It takes ^Rore than bad weather to
make the hard workers for the Y. M.
O. A. pause In their work. If the clt-
lzons of Newport News displayed the
same spirit as the soliciting commit¬
tees it would not take even fifteen
days to raise the required amount.

The voters of Evanston. 111., have
elected an elderly single woman po¬
lice justice. The confirmed bachelors
of the city have every reason to take
tho matter seriously.

Next week will be the tweirth of
the Thaw trial.and let us hope the
last.

It might bo just as well not to
schedule tue Richmond State college
and William and Mary baseball game
for the 26th.

WITH THE PARAGRAPHERS

Pat McCnrren was m ine mixed po-|sltlon ol voting against the Itmgiiam
hill while defending Mayor McClellan.
McCnrren is opposed to Tammany on
.principle, ' but his Interest In the po¬lice force la the same as Tammany's.Huft'alo Express.
The real reason that the Presidentdid not send "Jimtnie" Hyde as am¬bassador to Paris was that he fearedthat Prance would retaliate with Itonido Castellaue..Chraloston News-Cou-

Chicago seems to have been able todiscriminate very clearly between atheory and a condition..New YorkTribune.

Even the severest critics of RichardMansfield's peculiarities cannot butjoin In the hope that his breakdownwill not prove permanent, nnd that hemay learn in his hours of enforcedretirement thnt there is a limit to thoendurance of the human intellect andthe human frame..Minneapolis Trib¬une.

Some consolation romalns In theTact that the destruction of tho fruitcrop has never yet caused an entirelack or fruit..-Washington Star.
A Trenton man, arrested as ahouse-breaker, declared ho was "onlyrunning ror exercise." So are abouttwo dozen early aspirants for thePresidency..New York Evening Post.
The Inteness of spring elsewherehas Its advantages for some peopre.For Instance, there's thta Russian ad-mlrnl who Is still alive because thebomb tell in the snow..IndianapolisNews.
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tVIDE-RWBKE DIL N16HT
FROM THIS DATE OUR

DRUG 8TORE WILL BE

OPEN NIGHT AND DAY.

WE WILL BE PREPARED

TO FILL YOUR ORDERS IN

OUR LINE AT ALL HOUR8.

IDEAL PHARMACY
8PRUILL «S. LANGHORN E,

Proprietors.

Corner 28th St. and
Washington Ave.

JU, IUIJIMCTtgtrtur.rv-.fBttltaBBWII»'»Uli »17

Palmet Springs
Lithia Water

By Its wonderful benefits to
those who nie troubled with
stomach trouble and rheuma¬
tism, has won n great nnmc in
this city and other places ac¬

cording to the many letters we
have so stating. Further it is
sold at the price of the cheap
taldo waters to get it thorough¬
ly known.

Call Bell Phone, No. 333.

Newport News
Bottling Co.

Sole Agents,
NO. 3100 HUNTINGTON AVE.
We are also agents for

Beaufont water.

'SmrThur?

ELECTRIC LIGHT
AND POWER!
The best and cheapest. See ua

about connecting your building.
Rate, 10c per 1.000 watts, subject

to our usual terms and discounts.
PURE ICE MADE OF DISTILLED

WATER.COLD STORAGE.
Power house and plant. Twenty-

riftb Street and Vlrgiuia Avenue. Of¬
fice, Thirty-first and Washington
Ave.
Both 'phones. No. 15. Night, "phone,

No. 408. Citizens.

CITIZENS' RAILWAY, LIGHT
AND POWER COMPANY.

otel
Warwick
Laundry.

A trial will ->onvlnc« you that
we turn out nothing but

Strictly High
Grade Work

Drop js a postal or phone us

to call for your package this

week.

PHONES, NO. It.

T. R. WOLFOLK
MANAGER.

ARB TOD

THE DARK ?
BEB ME

T, G. COBURN,
Electric, Gas and Gas«
oline Construction

and Supplies
COMPLETE STOCK.

Both Pnones 148.Residence Bell
Phone 148-Y; Residence Citizens
Phone 418.

Office and Store
2917 WASHINGTON AVENUE.

For S^le or Lea

In all Parts of ihe City
6

Hotel Warwick Building.

SCHMELZ BROTHERS, BANKERS,
A Savings Account is
the best starting point
to success:

This Bank pays
4 °i° oil such 'ails.

THE STRONGEST BANK IN THE CITY.

When a Bank
has grown continuously since its foundation, there ia a pride In meriting the absolute confidence of the people. Strong and well equip¬ped, progressive yet conservative. $

The Citizens and Marine Bank
Expects to continue to grow, and to that end invites the patronageto which it believes its faithful service to the people has proved It¬self en'.ltlea.

2525^4W. A. post, President.
J. H. SWINERTON, Vlce-Pres

J. A. WILLETT, Cashier.
ARTHUR LEE, Asst. Cashier.

The Fits?- National Bank
U. 8. GOVERNMENT DEPOSITORY, CITY DEPOSITORY, CITI¬

ZENS' DEPOSITORY.
Capltui . $ 100,000.00Stockholders' Liability. 100,000.00Surplus und Profits. 100,000.00UmW1*""4* -

Other Resources make total over. $1,000,000.00

H. qu1ncy SMITH.
President.

A. L. POWELL,
Vice-PreBident.

WM. H. KELLOG,
Cashier.

The Newport News National Bank
CAPITAL, $100.000.

U. S. Government Depositary
Transacts a general banking business,allowed on savings accounts.

Four per cent. Interest

TIDEWATER LOAN AND TRUST CO.,
First National Bank Building.

NOTE BROKERS
Emergency Loans a Specially. Reasonable ChargesanJ nO Delay. M. J. Solomon, Mgr.

KANAWHA.GRAIN CO.,Inc
SPOT CASH.NO GOODS DELIVERED.

WE BUY YOUR SACKS.
Beet Sugar Feed, per sack, 200 lbs.,.$.50
Choice Timothy Hay, per 100 lbs. 1.18
No. 1 Timothy Hay, per 100 lbs. 1.10
Bran, sacked, per 100 lbs. 1.20
Ship Stuff, per 100 lbs. 1.20
Virginia water ground white bolted Meal, sacked. 1.30
Cracked Corn, per 100 lbs . 1.10
Ear Corn, per sack 100 lbs.05
No. 2 Mixed Corn, sacked, per bushel.55
No. 2 White Clipped Oats.50
Dunlop's Superlative Flour, per bbl. 4.00
Choice Michigan H. P. P. Beans, per sack, 100 lbs. 4.0C
Choice Michigan White Potatoes', per sack 1.50 lbs. 1.50
KANAWHA GRAIN CO.. Inc.

34th Street and C A O. Tracks.
'UST ACROSS THE BRIDGE NEWPORT NEWS. va.

HICKS*

CAPUDINE
CURES

ALL ACHES
And Nervouanea*

trial beliloN!* Atdxugtloru

MEN AND WOWS*,
Uta nig « for unnatural

dlicliarKsa.lnflauiuiatioui,
Irritation* or ulcerallout
of rauooui tueiubranw.
P»in!eu. and nut attrln-
»out or polionouii.
Sold by Urania*.

or «tat In plain wrap?*A
by «ip:rn». prepaid, ^ut
. 1.00. or 8 bottlet «J 7»
Olruaiat aa»l «u MtwaS.


